








































    SEC Championship Game 
    Georgia vs. Texas 
    Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
    December 7, 2024 
 

FINAL GAME NOTES 
Georgia 22, Texas 19 (OT) 

 
• Georgia won its 15th SEC title (second in conference history) and fifth SEC Championship Game, tying LSU for 

the third most in history. The Bulldogs are the first two-loss SEC champion since 2007 when eventual national 
champion LSU beat Tennessee. 

 
• Georgia became the sixth team to trail at half and win (trailed 6-3). It is the first time since 2018 when Alabama 

trailed Georgia 21-14 at halftime and won 35-28. 
 
• This is the first overtime game in championship game history. 
 
• Georgia’s Daylen Everett was named the MVP after recording two interceptions to tie the championship game 

record. His is the third defensive back to win the honor joining LSU’s Tyrann Mathieu (2011) and Alabama’s 
Antonio Langham (1992). He is the sixth defensive player to earn the award. 

 
• Georgia’s Gunner Stockton is first quarterback to lead his team to victory in a relief role since Alabama’s Jalen 

Hurts came on for Tua Tagovailoa in 2018 against Georgia. 
 
• Tonight’s attendance of 74,916 is the fifth largest at Mercedes-Benz Stadium for the championship game. 
 
• Georgia out-rushed Texas 141-31, marking the 20th consecutive year that the winner out-rushed its opponent. 
 
• This was the eighth rematch of a regular season meeting and the first since 2017. Georgia defeated Texas 30-15 

on October 19 in Austin. The team that won the regular season game is 6-2 in the rematch. 
 
• Texas’ Bert Auburn set a championship game record with four field goals and six attempts. The previous mark 

was three done five times, most recently by LSU’s Cade York in 2019, and five attempts by Alabama’s Ryan 
Pflugner in 1999. 

 
• Auburn tied the record for most points by a kicker with 13 (4 FG, 1 PAT). LSU’s Cade York had 13 in 2019 with 3 

FG, 4 PAT. 
 
• For the fifth time in championship game history a team recorded two 100-yard receivers as Texas’ Matthew 

Golden (162) and DeAndre Moore Jr (114) each topped the century mark. It was the first time since 2022 it 
happened with LSU’s Malik Nabers (128) and Kayshon Bouttle (107). Golden’s 162 receiving yards ranks as the 
sixth highest in championship game history. 

 
• The 19 combined points after three quarters are the lowest since 17 in 1998 when Tennessee led Mississippi 

State 10-7. 
 
• Texas’ Quinn Ewers finished with 358 passing yards which ranks as the seventh highest in championship game 

history. 
 
• Georgia’s 9:22 scoring drive in the fourth quarter is the longest drive in championship game history (scoring or 

non-scoring). The previous mark was 8:47 by Alabama in 2009. 
 
• The seven combined field goals (3 by Georgia, 4 by Texas) is a championship game record. LSU (3) and 

Tennessee (2) combined for five in 2001. 
 
• Georgia tied the championship game record with six sacks set by LSU versus Georgia in 2003. Mykel Williams 

tied the individual sack mark with two done 12 times. 
 
• The 32 combined points was the lowest scoring championship game after four quarters. The previous low was 

33 in 2002 when Georgia beat Arkansas, 30-3. 



GEORGIA FOOTBALL

*Bulldogs Claim 15th SEC Title: The No. 5 Bulldogs (11-2) captured their 15th SEC title with a 22-19 win in overtime over No. 2 Texas (11-2). The 
Bulldogs improved to 5-7 in SEC Championship Games (SECCG) including 3-4 under Kirby Smart. Today, the Bulldogs played in their fourth straight 
SECCG. Junior DB Daylen Everette earned MVP honors, joining a list of Bulldog SECCG MVPs in QBs David Greene (‘02) and DJ Shockley (‘05), LB 
Roquan Smith (‘17) and QB Stetson Bennett (‘22).

*Bulldog Senior Class Gets 53rd Win: With today’s victory, the 2024 Senior Class is an FBS-leading 53-4, adding to its school record. Also of note, for 
the first time since 1943, Georgia posted two wins over the same team during a season. The previous time was 1943 versus Presbyterian in Athens twice.

*Summary Of The Offense: Georgia finished with 277 yards of total offense on 67 plays in the 22-19 win in overtime for the 15th SEC title in school history.
*Down 19-16 in the first OT, the Bulldogs powered into the endzone on six plays, going 25 yards on a four-yard TD by Trevor Etienne for a 22-19 win. On 
the final play, Carson Beck handed it off to Etienne as Beck missed the entire second half except that final play due to injury. 
*Georgia played its second straight overtime game of the season, and it was the first in SECCG history. Georgia won the toss and elected defense.
*Georgia is now 10-7 in OT including 3-2 in the Kirby Smart era. Last week in Athens, Georgia beat Ga. Tech 44-42 in an SEC record 8-OTs. 
*RS-sophomore QB Gunner Stockton (12-for-16, 71 yards, 8 rushes, 8 yards) began the 2nd half with senior Carson Beck sidelined due to injury that 
came on the final play of the first half. It was only his fourth game of the year and first appearance since a win over UMass Nov. 23. On the opening drive, 
Stockton converted a pair of 3rd downs, and it led to a 10 play, 75-yard TD drive capped by a 10-yard run by Trevor Etienne. Stockton was 3-for-4 for 36 
yards and ran twice for 12 yards on the drive.
*Junior RB Trevor Etienne and PK Peyton Woodring scored all of Georgia’s points in the two wins over Texas this season. In the first meeting, Etienne 
had three TDs while Woodring made three field goals and three PATs. Today, Etienne had a pair of TDs while Woodring made three field goals.
*Georgia had its first lead at 10-6 with 10:27 left in the 3rd quarter. 
*Etienne’s season-high 48-yard scamper and a four-yard rush on a 4th-and-3 at the UT 8 helped key another scoring drive, a 24-yard field goal by Peyton 
Woodring for a 13-6 lead with six seconds left in the 3rd quarter. Stockton was the holder with Beck and punter Brett Thorson sidelined with injuries.  
*With the game tied at 13:54 left, Georgia went 72 yards in 16 plays and Woodring made a 21-yard field with 4:35 left for a 16-13 lead.
*In the first half, Georgia trailed 6-3 and had just 54 yards of offense on 21 plays. The Bulldogs were 1-for-5 on 3rd Down.
*Georgia now has trailed at the half six times this year (@UK 6-3, @#4 Bama 30-7, vs. Florida 13-6, @#16 Ole Miss 16-7, Ga. Tech 17-0, Texas 6-3) and  
are 4-2 in those games, beating #2 Texas, Ga. Tech, Florida and Kentucky.
*Today marked the sixth time this season that Georgia has not scored in the first quarter. The Bulldogs are now 5-1 in those games.
*Down 6-0 with 10:22 left in the first half, the Bulldogs’ third possession ended with a 44-yard field goal to cut it to 6-3 with 6:38 left. The drive featured a 
19-yard completion to tight end Ben Yurosek. The scoring drive was eight plays and covered 49 yards.
*In its first two possessions, Georgia tallied only nine yards of offense on seven plays and trailed 3-0 at the end of the 1st quarter.
*At halftime, senior QB Carson Beck was 7-for-13 for 56 yards. He was injured on the final play of the first half and did not return. 
*Georgia’s leading receivers today were junior wideout Arian Smith (5 for 41 yards) and RB Trevor Etienne (5 for 28 yards). 

*Defensive Review: In the first OT, the Bulldogs went on defense first and forced UT to a 32-yard field goal and a 19-16 advantage. UT finished with 389 
yards on 74 plays. Georgia led 16-13 with 1:39 left UT conveted a 4th-and-3 at the UGA 48 and eventually made a 37-yard field goal with 8 seconds left 
to force OT.
*Down 13-6, UT responded with a 75-yard TD drive capped by a 41-yard scoring strike to DeAndre Moore to tie the game with 13:54 left to play.
*Senior Chaz Chambliss notched his team-leading 6.5 sack to give him nine for his career. In the second half, junior Jalon Walker tied Chambliss with his 
6.5 sack of the season. He has 12.5 for his career. Sophomore Damon Wilson had a sack to give him three on the year as it led to a 51-yard missed FG.
*Senior Warren Brinson picked up his 2nd sack this season and sixth of his career. Junior Mykel Williams collected two sacks to give him five this year 
and 14 for his career.
*Georgia’s top tacklers were junior Malaki Starks with eight and sophomore CJ Allen with seven. The Bulldogs had six sacks today. Junior DB Daylen 
Everette was named the SECCG MVP, the fifth Bulldog to earn that honor and second defensive player, joining linebacker Roquan Smith in 2017.
*In the first half, Texas led 6-3 after posting 260 yards of offense on 42 plays and was 4-for-10 on 3rd Down. UT had the ball for 20:02.
*In the first half, UT had eight passing plays of 16+ yards that combined for 198 yards including four of those on 3rd down.
*UT’s first possession of the game began at the 11 and covered 48 yards before ending at the UGA 33 with an interception by Daylen Everette, his second 
this year. Everette notched his second INT of the day in the 4th quarter. It was third of the year, all versus UT. Everette is the first Bulldog with two INTs 
in a game since Javon Bullard versus #3 TCU in the 2022 CFP National Championship Game, and Everette is the first Bulldog with two in an SECCG.

*Special Teams In Action: Junior P Brett Thorson, a finalist for the Ray Guy Award, posted a 53.5 average on four punts (49, 52, 53 and 60 yards) wit 
two returns for 23 yards before a knee injury. It was the best punting average by a Bulldog in an SECCG. On the year, he has 18 punts of 50+ this year. 
Georgia has allowed just 46 yards on nine returns. The Bulldogs came in today ranked third nationally in Net Punting. 
*Georgia ran a successful fake punt on 4th-and-5 from its own 30 as Arian Smith caught a flip pass from Drew Bobo and ran for nine yards. It was the 
first fake punt for the Bulldogs since trying one in the 2018 SEC Championship Game that failed, and the first successful one since 2016 at Ole Miss when 
punter Marshall Long completed a 29-yard pass to Sony Michel on a 4th-and-8.
*Sophomore PK Peyton Woodring tallied 10 points on field goals of 44, 24 and 21 yards plus a PAT. For the year, he is 20-for-22. Also, he handled kickoffs.

*Captains, Coin Toss And For Starters: Georgia’s captains were Carson Beck, Tate Ratledge, Jalon Walker and Mykel Williams. 
*Georgia won the toss and deferred the ball until the second half.
*With LT Earnest Greene III still not 100 percent due to injury, sophomore LT Monroe Freeling made his fourth straight start. Greene did see action today. 
*Junior RB Trevor Etienne returned to the starting lineup after missing the past three games due to an injury. Junior safety Malaki Starks made his team-
leading 41st consecutive start. Also, seniors Xavier Truss (OT) and Nazir Stackhouse (DL) started their 41st game in their career. 			

*Up Next: The SEC Champion Bulldogs (11-2) tune in to Selection Sunday at noon on ESPN when the final CFP rankings and bracket. The Bulldogs 
should be a top four seed and play in the Sugar Bowl in New Orleans on Jan. 1.
				    #					     #

Postgame Notes: The SECCG Game, Dec. 7, 2024



Southeastern Conference
Football Championship Game:
Georgia vs Texas
Saturday, December 7, 2024
Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Mercedes-Benz Stadium

Georgia Bulldogs
Coach Kirby Smart
Daylen Everette
Tate Ratledge
Postgame Press Conference

Georgia 22, Texas 19 OT

THE MODERATOR:  We'll begin with an opening
statement by Coach Smart, then take questions for
players, then for Coach Smart.

With that, we'll begin with an opening statement.

KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, I'll start like I traditionally do.  This
is an unbelievable event, venue.  SEC Championship,
we've told our players it's incredible in terms of the
atmosphere, the opponent you play.  Typically for us it's
been a play-in or play-out game.  I just have a lot of
respect for this conference, the universities in it.  Greg
Sankey, our president, President Morehead, Josh Brooks. 
The support they've given us has given us to be at the
point we are right now.

Texas is a tremendous football program and team.  They
have big, physical defensive linemen, offensive linemen. 
They are a really strong SEC team.  But our team never
quit tonight.  I was really proud of them.  I thought our fan
base helped us.

So really proud of the win.

THE MODERATOR:  Questions, Daylen or Tate.

Q.  Tate, can you talk about Gunner's performance and
what he meant?  Did he give an energized lift when he
was in there?

TATE RATLEDGE:  Yeah, I think Gunner did a great job
stepping up like he had to.  Him coming in the game, I think

it made everybody realize this is a new juice we got to
come out in the second half with.  I think everybody did a
great job with that.

Q.  Daylen, you had two game-changing interceptions
in this game.  What were you seeing from Ewers, and
what went through your mind during those plays?

DAYLEN EVERETTE:  I really didn't see anything from him
just 'cause I was in man.  I was looking at my guy (smiling).

Really just playing the man, getting in the position to make
that play.  It's a great feeling.  I couldn't do it without any of
my teammates or any of my coaches, so...

Q.  With Carson out at halftime and Gunner coming in,
you seemed extremely juiced up about him coming in. 
Can you talk about the emotional response to what
looked like a dire situation.

TATE RATLEDGE:  Yeah, of course it's never a good thing
when your starting quarterback goes out.

I think it was big for everybody in the locker room to let
Gunner know that we believed in him and had full
confidence in him to get the job done.

DAYLEN EVERETTE:  Really just he did a great job
stepping up.  Kind of talked to him before we went on the
field, just telling him we all got your back, don't be nervous,
you got this.  He did a great job stepping up.

Q.  Tate, Trevor, 94 rushing yards, touchdown.  He
didn't play the last three games.  What do you do over
the course of the game to open up the holes for him?

TATE RATLEDGE:  Kind of just talked to him about what
we're saying, how the linebackers are playing, playing up
front on the combos, stuff like that.  Keeping him confident
and trust in us eventually knowing one is going to spit.

Q.  Tate, quarterback, everybody thought that was the
last we were going see of Beck.  For him to come back
for the last snap...
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TATE RATLEDGE:  I didn't notice him until I turned around
and her him giving the play call.  When we got the play,
everybody saw it was Carson, everybody was pretty juiced
up in the huddle.  Ended up being the one that won it.

Q.  With you potentially earning a bye in the College
Football Playoff, how much do you need that rest? 
How much do you think that extra game off will help
you guys?

DAYLEN EVERETTE:  I think it's good.  We get a chance
to go back, continue to get better, recover, take care of our
bodies and stuff like that.

TATE RATLEDGE:  I think anybody at this point in the
season can I use some time off.  It's good time to get back
and work on ourselves and get healthier.

Q.  Where college football is now, what meant more,
winning the conference championship or positioning
yourselves now the way y'all have in the Playoff?

TATE RATLEDGE:  I wanted to win the conference.  That
was something I came back for.  I hated the way I felt after
last year.  Coming back and winning this is one of my
goals.

DAYLEN EVERETTE:  Yeah, it was definitely big.  We
weren't really thinking about the future.  We was just
worried about winning the conversation, like Tate said.

I was part of the team last year that we came up short. 
This one, it was a little more personal this time.

Q.  Daylen, did you ever think you would be the SEC
Championship game MVP?

DAYLEN EVERETTE:  Probably not (smiling).

But, I mean, it happened, so...  Yeah, I'm grateful for that.

THE MODERATOR:  Gentlemen, congratulations.  Thanks
for joining us.  We'll continue with questions for Coach
Smart.

Q.  Could you just shed some light on what happened
the last sequence there.  Gunner came out I'm
assuming because the target was...  Talk about the
craziness of that situation.  First the call, then having
to turn back to Beck.  Was there any question about
what y'all were going to do in that instance?

KIRBY SMART:  No.  I can't remember what game it was
this year.  We had a targeting somewhere where the
helmet came off, and the officials came over and told us

the kid could stay in if it was confirmed targeting, he had to
come out if it wasn't.

I assumed Gunner would be able to stay in because I
thought it was going to be targeting.  I saw the replay,
realized he leveled his shoulder, we were going to have to
take a snap with another quarterback.

We were prepared to put Ryan in.  He knows the system,
he knows what to do.  But we felt like Carson can take a
snap, it's not an issue.  So we did that.  I thought Mike and
them had a good plan, really good plan, on that play. 
Executed it.  It was a really physical play.  It's a good, quick
decision because we had already burned our timeout on
defense.  We wanted to be efficient and not run down the
play clock.

Q.  How do you feel about the place of conference
championship games in the 12-team Playoff era, the
idea that your team and Texas are taking on 61
minutes of wear and tear?

KIRBY SMART:  I don't know what to say about that.  I
mean, you play football to play the game.  Like, you play
football to win your conference.

You're asking the wrong person about that because I had
almost the same number of national championships as I do
SEC Championships.  I've had years I won the SEC that I
didn't win the natty, and then years I won the natty that I
didn't win the SEC.

They're really hard to come by.  I don't know.  I think it's
going to be interesting, the direction of college football,
because I hate to say it, but I didn't think early in pregame
that the game had the same juice, didn't think it had the
same atmosphere that I've seen it have before.

Now, once the game started, I don't know if that's because
more Georgia fans know where to tailgate, they're hanging
on outside because they've been here seven straight
years, so the atmosphere improved, but it wasn't as electric
early.  I think the game made it more electric because it
was a great game.

The games that have been played in this venue for a
conference championship are incredible.  For people to
devalue that over a Playoff, I just don't see it that way.  I
value SEC championships.  I hold them in high esteem
because the work it requires to do that is incredible.

Q.  You've talked time and time again this season
about the resiliency of your team, the willingness to
never give up.  What is it about this team that just
never gives up?
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KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, I think Mike said it best when I was
talking about our team.  Man, we're beat up.  We're tired.  I
was talking to our staff this week about how to practice. 
This week was just absolutely absurd for Sark and I
because we're trying to sign a signing class in the middle of
a championship game week, which is one of the craziest
things ever.

Mike said, We're mentally fatigued, but we're one of the
toughest mental teams, mentally tough teams that we've
ever coached.

I've had more physically tough, more physically talented.  I
don't know that I've had a more mentally tough team.  They
just keep coming and keep coming.  They never say 'die'.  I
have a lot of respect for the leaders in that room because
of what they've been through.  Probably the hardest
schedule in history that we've ever had.  They endured it,
they came out on top, and they fought their way through.

Q.  I thought one of the biggest swings in the game
was the fake punt.  Could you talk through what was
going on in the headsets, what you saw.

KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, I got some history with fake punts
in that building.  It's one that went our way, you know? 
Something we've worked on.  We carry it.  It was great
design by our staff, Kirk Benedict and Coach Hartley and
those guys.

They do a lot of work on punt.  We have a lot of formations
on our punt.  The biggest risk of snapping to it Drew Bobo,
he had to catch it and toss it.  He'll go down in history with
a higher passing percentage than his father at one for one
(smiling).  He should be a thousand percent.

I just really appreciate Arian.  I thought Dom Lovett made
an incredible play on that play because he got a look that
we had not seen.  He made a decision.  He did what we
told him not to do, but he did it because he got another
look.

London had a key block.  Did we end up scoring on that or
not?  It gave us a field goal, a little moment, a little juice. 
We lost a little momentum at that point.  I think it was after
they scored the touchdown.  It's a lot easier to call it when
you think you're going to be in the Playoffs either way.

Q.  Carson leaves at the end of the first half.  What is
the status of his injury?  Do you worry about the
Playoff?

KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, he's got an upper extremity injury. 
We don't know to what extent.  Basically we looked at it in

there.  It looked okay.  But he couldn't have grip strength
and throw the ball in the locker room.  It was a little bit
painful for that.

We need to at the end of the day out exactly what's going
on, have an MRI, look into it.

Q.  Can you talk about Gunner's play, especially three
really lengthy, time-consuming play, how you thought
he performed?

KIRBY SMART:  Incredible.  The players believe in
Gunner.  They love Gunner.  The juice that he brought and
the passion and energy.  He lives with three of four of
those guys, Drew, Oscar, some of them.  It gave us an
added boost of energy.  They were fired up.  They were
trying to keep him composed.

I felt the offensive staff did a good job helping Gunner out
with the way they called the game.  He did a good job
executing.

The only mistake he had, I feel it was partially on us, he got
the call in early, he didn't get the call out.  He didn't have
time to evaluate what they're doing.  He sees that, can pick
it up.  We were down in the shot clock.  He had the third
down.  He throws the pick there that could have been
costly.

I mean, the kid played just tough as nails.  He hasn't gotten
to play much this year.  That's the hardest part.  You don't
get a chance to play these guys.  The Florida State game
is probably the most he's played.

But can't say enough about his toughness, character,
whatever you want to say.  The guy is a phenomenal
leader.  He made some good plays.  I think everybody else
rose up around him.

Q.  Talking about everybody rising up around him, I
think at halftime they had two to one possession on
you guys.  He finish as I said the game with more time
of possession.  Your offensive line, was there a
moment where they were kind of challenged to go and
move people so you could run the ball and help
Gunner?  Did that develop as the game went on?

KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, I got on 'em at halftime.  I was
disappointed.  I think we got a good offensive line.  We got
good backs.  It wasn't that they were stoning us.  We
couldn't get the run game going.  I didn't feel like it was just
mashing us.  We would get three or four.  It's hard to run
the ball in the SEC.  They're the number one defense in the
country for a reason.
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Man, if we were going to have a chance to win, we are
going to have to rally around Gunner, we are going to have
to be able to run the ball.  We challenged the offensive line.

I do think as we went, we're physical.  You wear people
down on snaps, long drives.  They did it to us.  There was
long drives it felt like for them.

Look, it's a line-of-scrimmage game.  Sark knows that. 
That's why he recruits the way he does.  He gets big
people.  We get big people.  That is the difference in our
conference and the other conferences.

Everybody can find skilled players, everybody can find
quarterbacks, receivers, DBs.  But the mass in the
defensive line and offensive line is the difference in there. 
Tonight ours helped us in the rushing game.  It's probably
the only stat we outperformed them in, was rushing.

Q.  I can't remember the exact moment, when Arian
recovered that fumble to save points, what was that
like?

KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, I don't even remember either.  Nate
made a great run, broke through there.  It looked like the
guy did a great strip-out.  Arian like a missile dove in
between two of their players and recovered it.

I feel like that ended in a field goal.  I had a tough decision
on fourth and three to go for it or take the points.  I felt like
our defense was playing good enough that taking the
points would be fine and we would hold them.  We had a
lot of momentum at that point.  I think they came back and
scored a touchdown.

Q.  Can you walk us through the decision to go for it
on fourth down from your own 30 yard line.  Can you to
talk about Trevor's performance.

KIRBY SMART:  Yeah, to me Trevor Etienne, no respect to
Daylen, I love Daylen, he had a big game and got the
MVP.  Trevor Etienne was the MVP.  He came and said,
Coach, I want to play this game.  I came to this school
because I want to win a championship.

He stood up in front of the team, told the team, I don't know
how you feel about this game because I haven't been here.
 Y'all have played in it a lot and I haven't.  I want to play in
this game.  This game means something to me.  I want to
win this championship.  It's part of the reason I came here. 
I want to win a SEC Championship.

He spoke from the heart.  I knew right then, this dude is
going to play if he can.  He plays physical.  He's got cuts. 
We got good backs, but he made some special runs

tonight that gave us some juice and energy.  He took some
pressure off of Gunner.

The fourth and three, the fake punt?

Q.  (No microphone.)

KIRBY SMART:  Again, we talked about it earlier.  I felt we
were losing momentum.  We needed a spark.  That gave
us one.  You're playing with your backup quarterback.  You
got to be willing to take some risk at that point and get
some things going.

Q.  Did Gunner sustain a concussion?

KIRBY SMART:  No, I think he's fine.  He was prepared to
come back in the game.  We won the game on the play
that he was out.  So he was fine.

THE MODERATOR:  Congratulations.  Best of luck in the
CFP.

KIRBY SMART:  Thank you so much.

FastScripts by ASAP Sports
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Southeastern Conference
Football Championship Game:
Georgia vs Texas
Saturday, December 7, 2024
Atlanta, Georgia, USA
Mercedes-Benz Stadium

Texas Longhorns
Coach Steve Sarkisian
Jahdae Barron
Quinn Ewers
Postgame Press Conference

Georgia 22, Texas 19 OT

THE MODERATOR:  Questions, please.

Q.  Quinn, throughout the game, why do you think the
offense had some struggles punching it in, settling for
field goals?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  Before we start peppering our
players...

First of all, this is the life of a competitor, okay?  You get
into this arena, you compete at the highest level against
quality opponents.  There's going to be sways and flows in
a ballgame that are sometimes going your way and
sometimes don't.

I think the challenging games like this is to maximize the
opportunities when you get them.  In the first half we had
some great opportunities and we just couldn't capitalize the
way we would have liked.

Clearly the penalties were an issue in the first half where
we stalled out on some things and for the in some
third-and-longs and whatnot.

Our defense played a fantastic first half.  I think it was like
260 yards to 54.  But the score was 6-3.  Clearly we went
capitalizing on the opportunities we had.

They made the change at quarterback.  I think it sparked
them some, provided some different style of offense
running the quarterback.  I thought our guys showed a
great deal of resiliency and fight today to fight back to force

overtime.

But at the end of the day we weren't effective enough in the
high red to put touchdowns on the board.  I think that in
and of itself was probably a microcosm of the game
because we had plenty of opportunities, but we didn't
capitalize on them.

The beauty for us is this stings, it's hard, but we get a
chance to regroup in a couple weeks and get into the
College Football Playoff and go compete for a national
championship.  I think we're plenty good enough to go win
that, but we're going to need to get healthy so we can put
our best foot forward to make that happen.

THE MODERATOR:  First question.

Q.  Quinn, why do you think you struggled to capitalize
on the opportunities?

QUINN EWERS:  We were moving the ball well throughout
the entire first half.  Like Coach Sark was saying, we had
plenty of opportunities.  I think, again, we just shot
ourselves in the foot a couple times, got in some
third-and-longs down there that are hard to get out of,
yeah.

Q.  Jahdae, Tre Etienne had two touchdowns today
and had three in October against you.  Why was he so
hard to corral?

JAHDAE BARRON:  I think we just needed to do a better
job on defense.  We were doing a good job in the first half. 
I think throughout the second half we lacked tackling. 
That's something we'll correct on this two-week stretch.

Q.  Even though you're disappointed in the moment,
you still have had a successful season, have a chance
to rebound from this in the Playoffs.

JAHDAE BARRON:  Just because of the level of the
culture that Sark created here.  Knowing we still in it, we
still have opportunity to make things right.  It can't just be
poor me's for the next two weeks.  You got to get back to
work.  We'll fix what we need to fix.
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Q.  We hear about the stats.  People who watch this
game, kids, adults, the way you guys fought until the
very end, take us through that.  How did you have the
gumption to not give up.

QUINN EWERS:  Yeah, I think the coaches do a really
good job of putting us in stressful situations, whether that's
be in winter during workouts or in summer during the
summer workouts.

I mean, ultimately that honestly just carries onto the
football field.  I mean, again, I think we did a really good job
of fighting till the very end.  Some plays didn't go our way.

JAHDAE BARRON:  Piggyback off what he said, just about
our culture.  He always tells us adversity will strike, we
don't know when it will strike, but at the end of the day we
have to be back and fight for our brothers.  We'll continue
to fight and we'll just fix it.

Q.  Quinn, the windows get tighter in the red zone.  Did
it seem like anything that Georgia was doing that made
things tough down there?  Or your guys' inability to
capitalize on opportunities?

QUINN EWERS:  No, I mean, I feel like we had a good
plan going in, for sure.  We just didn't capitalize at the end
of the day.  I think it was all on us.  We had plenty of
opportunities to go capitalize.  Some games go that way. 
We're definitely going to take a look at it and go from here.

It's cool, the new 12-team Playoff, we get to keep playing
ball.

Q.  When you looked down on the interception, what
did you see?

JAHDAE BARRON:  Yeah, I seen green grass.

Q.  Jahdae, how difficult is it to deal with a backup
quarterback who you had not prepared for, a different
skill set than the starter?

JAHDAE BARRON:  I mean, we just got to go to
adjustments and trust PK's plan.

I think we just lacked tackling the second half.  That's
something we have to correct our end.  It's just a one, two
thing.

Q.  Quinn, with their pass-rush being pretty effective,
how do you feel you handled their pressure today,
considering your ankle?

QUINN EWERS:  Starting with the O-line, I think they did a
good job of handling all that stuff they do on defense,
especially with their backers, all the stuff going on in the
front seven.  I think they did a good job.

I think we moved pretty well in the pocket.  Again, that just
goes back to the O-linemen making pocket for me.

Q.  Coach alluded to it.  Now you got the shot.  You
have to win an extra one to get back here.  Do you feel
like you're built for this because of the way you are
made?

JAHDAE BARRON:  Yeah, everything we been through, it
started off in spring ball, going into fall camp.  We built
something here, culture.  It's not building a relationship on
the field, it's building something off the field.  Knowing what
we've been through together...

Even when adversity strikes, you have to get back up.  He
always tell us it's how we respond.  We just have to
respond in the right fashion.

QUINN EWERS:  Again, our culture is battle for this.  We're
built for the moments we're going into.  I have no doubt
each and every guy in that room believes the same thing
I'm saying right now.

I said it earlier this season, it's 10% what happens, 90%
how you react to it.  I think we do a good job of handling
adversity.

Q.  Quinn, from on the field, was there anything you
saw at the line of scrimmage that was difficult to run
the ball against?  Anything you saw from the line of
scrimmage that they were doing differently?

QUINN EWERS:  No, I mean, they do a good job of
crafting one on ones in situations like that.  We'll watch it
and check it out.

THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, guys.  We'll continue with
questions for Coach.

Q.  Steve, how excited are you to see what your team's
going to come back and do?  You have two weeks to
challenge them to fix this.  How excited are you about
this challenge?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  Yeah, I have no doubt these guys
give me no reason for pause that they won't rebound and
play really good football in two weeks.

They've done that over the last two years.  This group will
always bounce back.  Our backs were against the wall a

151123-1-1222 2024-12-08 01:41:00 GMT Page 2 of 4



year ago.  We had to win out to get to the Big 12
championship game.  This year our backs were against the
wall.  We had to win pout to get to Atlanta.  They did that.

Their ability is to respond to adversity, as they touched on,
not hang their heads, get right back to work.  It's something
that I continually am impressed by the resolve that they
have.

Like I said, I have no pause they'll come back ready to
work here next week.  We got to manage these two weeks
the right way.  We've got to get as healthy as we can get
for a four-game season.

Q.  In the high red, from a play-caller's perspective, did
it seem something Georgia was doing or inefficiency
on your guys' part?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  Probably a combination.  They're a
good football team.  They've got good schemes, good
players.  There were a couple bang-bang plays we weren't
able to get.

I think the negative plays kind of hurt us when we got
there.  I think a couple of the penalties when we got down
there hurt us, as well.  You're playing behind the chains,
which is never where you want to be in the red area.

Anytime you're in third-and-long in the high road, red, those
are difficult circumstances to be in.

I wish we could have executed a little bit better earlier in
the game and stretch the lead when we had some better
opportunities.  Late in the game, at the end of the
ballgame, some of those throw-type situations...

The overtime was kind of a microcosm of the game.  We
couldn't put the Bailey in the end zone.  We had to settle
for a field goal.  That opened the door for them to score
and win the ballgame.

If we're fortunate enough to see them again, we're going to
have to improve in that area.

Q.  I can sense your emotions.  Tough loss.  The
regular time in the game, was over going into overtime,
you left it all on the field.  Can you talk to fans who
might be listening, what were you going through?  It's
like you never get to see somebody fight like that.

STEVE SARKISIAN:  Yeah, no, this was a heck of a
football team.  Like I said, I have a ton of respect for their
program and their team.  What Kirby has done here for
seven, eight years now.  We knew it was going to take 60
minutes.  I didn't know it was going to take 60 minutes plus

overtime.

We challenged them on Monday about whatever you got in
your tank, we got to empty the tank Saturday.  We'll have
plenty of time to recharge our batteries and refuel our tank.

I think every guy that was out there battling, competing, left
it all out there.  That's all you can ask as a coach.

Q.  Whether it's the false start or Jaylon not getting
that block on that return, how do you clean up those
little things?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  I think they're two separate things. 
We've had an issue with false starts on field goals.  We
have to clean that up on timing.  I think that's the second
time in two or three weeks that's occurred.

In the midst of a play in game, your football reactions just
kick in.  Sometimes you make the block, sometimes you
don't.  Sometimes you see things happen, you didn't see it
happen.

I don't know.  I have to look at the tape on that particular
play.

But then there's other heady plays, like the last play of the
first half, Anthony Hill is lateraling the ball to Barron, we're
trying to get in the end zone because our guys knew it was
the last play.

I think our football awareness is pretty high.  There's some
things clearly we need to improve upon because I think we
had, I'm not sure, maybe four holdings or something in the
game today again, which was something that had reared
its ugly head kind of mid-season.  I thought we had it
rectified.  Tonight it showed back up again.

Q.  When you guys have the best record in the SEC in
regular season, do you feel like you should have to
play in this game to win the SEC in the 12-team Playoff
era?  How do you feel adding another 60 minutes of
wear and tear on you and Georgia?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  I really value this game.  I think this
game means a ton to the Southeastern Conference.  We
joined this conference.  I was fortunate enough to be part
of this conference as an assistant, coached in it twice.

This is a heck of a game.  It's an honor to play in it.  It was
an honor to play in it today.  We didn't come out on top.

Especially the way it's structured where not everybody gets
to play everybody.  I think it's probably the right thing to do,
to have a championship game.
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Now it's our job to kind of regroup and get ourselves as
healthy as we can to go compete in a Playoff.

We have time.  We essentially have a bye to get ready for
that game.  We'll do the best we can.  I know our players
will from a rehab and recovery standpoint.  We'll find out
who we're playing, put together a plan and go to work.

Q.  It's hard to do big picture perspective right after a
game, when you look at the season, the success you
have had this year and last year, the disappointment of
the Georgia losses this season, where is your head at
as relates to where you are now and how do you press
forward?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  We're going to compete for a
national championship.  That's where my mind is at.

Q.  On the fake punt, at that point in the game, the ball
is on the field, what were you seeing?

STEVE SARKISIAN:  We had a return set up.  They ran a
motion.  I thought we actually defended it relatively well. 
We had a return on where we were doubling the gunner. 
We lost some of our edge containment there.  I thought
Jahdae did a heck of a job of chasing the motion.  The kid
they flipped the ball to is a 10 200 meter guy.  I know him
well, recruited him out of high school.  It turns into a foot
race at that moment.

It wasn't like we got completely duped and had no clue.  By
the same Jahdae could make that tackle, it was fourth and
five or something, and they might have gained six or seven
yards on the play.  It was a bang-bang play.  Nice play by
them.  Good execution.
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